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THE LIGHTING OF COUNTRY EOADS.
When we come to the lighting of rural roads, outside the
great cities, we find that we have to do mainly with " beacon
lighting " lamps, that is, spaced at such long distances apart and
of such comparatively low candle-power that they serve rather
to mark out the edges of the roadway than to illuminate it to
any great extent.
It was pointed out at the International Roads Congress,
held in London in 1913, that the functions of country roads
have gradually changed, owing to the more complete manner ia
which districts have been interconnected. At one time they
were merely used for slow-moving local traffic ; to-day they may
carry rapid vehicles from quite distant parts. Moreover, in the
neighbourhood of fairly large provincial towns such roads may
be crowded by special traffic depending on the local trades and
markets. In recent years this traffic has grown immensely in
volume. It is said that in the plains of Lombardy the roads-
are often densely crowded by night, the market traffic during-
some seasons of the year being too huge to be transmitted
during the daytime only.
In such cases the nature of the artificial lighting is surely of
consequence, and equally so in the case of main roads which,
are largely used by long-distance motor traffic. There are many
other points besides the actual lighting of the road surface thai
deserve attention, and were considered at the Congress referred
to above. For example, there is the question of the illumination
of direction signs and finger-posts, the provision of suitable-
lights to mark the condition of level crossings, or obstructions.
and excavations in the roadway, etc. One very practical
suggestion is that the woodwork of such obstructions should
always be painted white, so as to stand out readily from the--
dark surroundings and become a marked object when illuminated
by the searchlight of an automobile.
It may be observed in passing, that the change in the-
surface of many of our main country roads is not without
influence on the illumination. The substitution of a dark
tarred surface for the customary macadamised light material
means that the surface brightness of the illuminated road is-
less, and that it does not stand out so distinctly from its-
surroundings. On the old roads the motorist saw the roadway
stretching ahead like a white ribbon between the dark hedges ;